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COMMENTARY

9/11: Ten years after

By Bo Filter
On the day of 9/11 the United States national media accused, tried, and hung Osama
bin Laden in the eyes of the world by parroting the pronouncements of the George W. Bush
administration. Was bin Laden guilty? Was the media acting as a kangaroo court? To get
a better idea, we should look at some of the key developments that have taken place over
the past 10 years.
When a crime is committed, the justice system is supposed to swing into action and
launch a scientific, forensic criminal investigation, just as would David Caruso as Horatio
Caine in the television show, Crime Scene Investigation: Miami. Instead, the justice system
was blocked, illegally revoked by the Bush administration. In its place, Bush assigned a
bureau he had tight control over but totally unrelated to crime, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), which was created to respond to environmental disasters like
hurricanes and earthquakes. FEMA did not seek out the perpetrators. Instead it was given
the task of cleanup. Removing evidence at a crime scene before a forensic investigation can
be concluded is a federal crime in itself, another subject that has not been resolved legally.
On 9/11, the first to pronounce bin Laden as the perpetrator was CIA Director George
Tenet, a Bush administration appointee.11 His declaration came just five minutes after the
first plane struck the north tower of the World Trade Center. At that moment, no one in the
world knew that a crime was unfolding, not until a second plane hit the south tower some
15 minutes later. How did Tenet know it was crime before it was a crime? How did he know
who did it without a scientific legal investigation? Was bin Laden being framed? As soon
as people started asking questions, the Bush administration went on the attack, ridiculing
them as conspiracy theorists. Yet, without a legitimate crime scene investigation, the Bush
administration was the only one stuck with a conspiracy theory. So why were all the fair
questions about the crime blocked from having fair airtime in the national media? All of
these thorny questions remain outstanding.
After the media pseudo trial of bin Laden on 9/11, the Bush administration began a
steady war drum propaganda campaign against foreign terrorism, as if it had been proven
in an impartial court. They quickly rammed anti-terrorist legislation through Congress in
the two Patriot Acts, the first draft prepared by the Reagan administration called Rex-84.
Cheney and Rumsfeld were involved in its creation, headquartered at the National Program
Office and has been kept alive since its inception. This is why the acts appeared so quickly.
Senators and congressmen were given almost no time to digest the material before they
were demanded to pass the bills. Of course it helped that with few exceptions the whole
of government is oriented towards militarism. In effect, they were unlawfully pushing the
Constitution aside in favour of martial law as delineated in the Patriot Acts.
Bush brazenly pronounced that you are either with us (the Bush administration) or you
are with the terrorists. He was trying to raise rancor amongst the general public against
those calling for a proper weighing of evidence. Bush was painting them as terrorists. In
so doing, Bush was trying to terrify the world into silence, not just the curious.
The propensity for witch-hunting is old. Everyone is terrified of being tortured as a
witch or now as potential terrorists are being tortured. Fear, en masse, has caused many
well-meaning citizens to stampede into the Bush administration’s martial law camp. The
public has been tacitly nudged into stigmatizing those remaining faithful to Constitutional
law. Democracy itself suddenly became and remains under attack, and so too is the US
Constitution.
Bush said, “Damn right,” when asked if he had approved of torturing terrorist suspects.
The Patriot Acts challenge the Constitution, and Bush acted as though he had dictatorial
rights. As in a witch-hunt everyone is suspect. Getting the inquisitors’ negative attention
is easy. Dare to question them. Everyone has been put on notice, including peace and
environmental groups.
Still, a sword is said to cut two ways. Already, two international tribunals have found
the Bush cabal guilty of numerous war crimes, including torture.22
In any crime, the question arises as to who benefits. Since 9/11, US war manufacturers
have raked in record profits. Warmongers throughout history have created a steady chain
of scapegoats and decrees of emergency to prepare war against. Recently, the Pentagon’s
Cold War scapegoat suddenly disappeared.33
In December of 1991, the Soviet Union collapses. Several congressmen clamored for
reduction in war spending. The Bush senior administration was caught off guard. They
had to scramble for a new enemy, a new reason for existence. Dick Cheney led the pack,
followed by Colin Powell and Paul Wolfowitz. They produced the Defense Strategy for the
1990s; then regurgitated it as Defense Planning Guidance, claiming they had a right to put
the world under their domination—a global dictatorship. This program is still underway as
the Project for a New American Century. President Obama goes right along with it since
warmongers have equal influence over both Republicans and Democrats.
With the collapse of the USSR, the US warmongers went shopping for a new scapegoat to keep business booming. A 9/11-type event would be just the right thing, but why
settle on terrorism as the enemy? Terrorism is a near perfect villain because it’s not bound
by geographical location like the Soviet Union, nor bound by race or creed. There’s no
country or society that can collapse and leave the war merchants in some future bind. A
war on terrorism is the perfect storm from a warmonger perspective—eternal conflict with
never-ending profits. The enemy is a holographic construct—enigmatic, faceless, without
country, without a place of rest, without a finish line to call end.
The neo-conservatives have been pushing for global domination since their grand entry
into the Reagan presidency. Even then, they started framing the question of enemies in
terms of terrorism. This has carried through to 9/11. The big question remains, did they
capitalize on 9/11 or were they the architects of 9/11? Courts look for preponderance of
evidence to make judgments, including affiliation and proximity to the crime scene.
One of the Bush administration insiders was Philip Zelikow, who curiously received his
doctorate degree for designing “searing” or “molding” catastrophic events that traumatize
and galvanize the masses so as to change the meaning of life from before and after the
catastrophic event.
In the Nov-Dec 1998 issue of Foreign Affairs magazine, Zelikow co-authored an article
with the former head of the CIA entitled “Catastrophic Terrorism” in which he speculated
that if the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center had succeeded, the resulting horror
and chaos would have exceeded our ability to describe it. Such an act of catastrophic terrorism would be a watershed event in American history. Like Pearl Harbor, he wrote, the
event would divide our past from our future. He added that the United States could respond
with draconian measures: retarding civil liberties, spying on citizens, detention of suspects,
and use of deadly force. He’s talking about using the military to round up and kill American
citizens just like Hitler and Mussolini.
If Zelikow helped design 9/11, having the draconian Patriot Acts ready to go could easily be part of the plan. What seems to go over the heads of so many people is the simple
fact that world domination includes America, dominating the American people as well.
People forget that when Ronald Reagan was governor of California, he hated Viet Nam
war protestors and wanted to build prisons to incarcerate all of them. In fact, Dick Cheney’s
company, Haliburton has been building secret prisons. Who do you think they intend to
put in them when they deem the time is right? Cheney was part of President Reagan’s
administration. They all hate dissent and dream of “scaling back civil liberties” as Zelikow
proposed. However, a fight for justice could prevent this from happening.
We need a legitimate criminal investigation of 9/11. Sufficient evidence still exists and
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witnesses are eager to testify. If Zelikow is not involved, why would Bush give him the executive director’s role of the Thomas Kean Commission, where he was given sole control
over the critical perimeter of what evidence would be admitted to the proceedings? Who
would be better suited for cover-up and damage control than the chief architect himself?
Zelikow wrote the final report of the commission, just as the first witnesses were being
called to testify.44 This cart before the horse event alone ought to raise some eyebrows.
Moreover, Zelikow’s conclusion rubber-stamped George Tenet’s proclamation, 15 minutes
before 9/11 was a crime, that Osama bin Laden was responsible. That a fix was prepared
in advance to scapegoat bin Laden seems rather clear by now unless a legitimate and fair
trial of the entire Bush administration can prove otherwise.
Another key factor that has surfaced recently is the discovery of nano-thermite or superthermite, which appears in the dust samples collected all over lower Manhattan. This means
that nano-thermite was used to demolish the three World Trade Center buildings, hardly
something bin Laden could have arranged in advance. He was not proximal to the scene
or likely affiliated to personnel to prepare the buildings. In contrast, a George Bush relative
was on the board of directors for the security of the World Trade Center just prior to 9/11.
This proves a Bush connection to the buildings and that the demolition was preplanned,
given the presence of nano-thermite in all the dust samples.
Worse for the Bush clan, nano-thermite is extremely difficult and expensive to make and
available only to the Pentagon. Let’s be clear. This means the fingerprints of the Pentagon
are all over ground zero and lower Manhattan. Zelikow worked with the Pentagon. Could
blowing up the buildings before the eyes of the world fit his image of a catastrophic Pearl
Harbor-type event? The preponderance of evidence so far puts the Bush administration
and the Pentagon in the crosshairs of likely suspects. Just the evidence presented here is
normally enough to evoke summons for arrest.
Even worse for the possible perpetrators is the fact that the case against Osama
bin Laden has completely collapsed. The FBI wanted poster of bin Laden from the very
beginning has never mentioned 9/11. Video tapes of his alleged confessions have been
declared tainted evidence. Donald Rumsfeld claimed the United States had been attacked
with plastic knives. Please help me with this. Plastic knives up against the richest and most
powerful military in the history of the world, armed to the teeth with nuclear weapons? This
does not pass the giggle test.
Here’s another one. Tim Russert interviewed Rumsfeld on Meet the Press. Times of
London had fabricated a diagram entitled, Bin Laden’s Mountain Fortress. Russert showed
the diagram to Rumsfeld and television viewers.

In part of his description, Russert toyed with the notion that the fortress was “so deeply
down and embedded in the mountain and the rock it’s hard to detect.” Rumsfeld could
hardly wait to agree: “Oh, you bet. This is serious business. And there’s not one of those.
There are many of those… And I might add, Afghanistan is not the only country that has
gone underground. Any number of countries have gone underground.”55 By falling for the
fabricated fortress story, Rumsfeld made a fool of himself.
In the end, not one of the Times of London fortresses or anything like it was discovered
in any country. Soldiers found a few natural caves and shallow dug holes in the mountains,
but no sign of sophisticated weapons or systems or laboratories. The media went silent
and stays silent. Rumsfeld remains silent on the question. The Bush administration so
desperately needed to make their target credible. Of no help, just a month ago, the FBI
finally updated its poster of bin Laden. One word had been added—deceased. Of important
context, twice Pakistan’s Prime Minster Benazir Bhutto said she talked to the man who
assassinated Osama bin Laden back in 2002. She wanted to tell the American people but
was assassinated shortly thereafter. There are dozens of stories like this to be told.
All this time, warmonger profits just keep rolling in, paid by taxes and a rising debt ceiling. Pentagon spending, including war spending hidden in other departments, comes to
about $1 trillion a year. The so-called war on terrorism has made billionaire war merchants
even richer. In 1975, the Frank Church Senate committee found another trillion dollars at
least was funneled to the CIA under the table annually. There is no reason to assume that
money has stopped flowing. In total, that’s at least $2 trillion a year. When military spending spirals out of control, countries fall. War exuberance can collapse a country by itself,
but deliberate collapses can set the stage for a power grab—martial law over populism.
Neo-conservatives have been planning openly in their documents for total global military
domination. They are closing in on the American republic. Before long the international
bankers will call the debt. They are the real controllers, which deserves a later discussion.
		
Turn to 9/11: 10 years after, on page 21
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Memory and the miracle of
cooperation

Species at Risk Task Force
report misses the mark

By G.E. Mortimore   
Scientists have found 20 people who
remember what happened every day of their
lives from pre-teens onward.      
On TV’s 60 Minutes, they proved their
talent by giving accurate answers to questions about chosen-day events in weather,
sport and world news.
The memory-wizards turn out to be
super-organized as well. Their emergence
suggests that humans are smart enough,
collectively, to distribute food, shelter and
comfort across the world more fairly and
efficiently than they are distributed now –
region by region, as we devise peacemaking
techniques.     
Impossible? Not necessarily. Three
words sum up the hope for change: Organization, tools and leadership.
Any new political/economic system
needs the coordinative skill of such neat
organizer-managers as Jill Price, the Los
Angeles school administrator who drew
her faultless memory to the attention of
scientists James McGaugh, Larry Cahill and
Elizabeth Parker and launched research
into the brain structure and performance of
the memory-talented people.
Continuous remodelling of the tool-kit
– now happening at unprecedented speed
-- is an essential change-making factor.
Twenty thousand years ago, stone axes.
Today, computers.
We have the electronic tools to mobilize
citizen anger against a privileged elite which
(some of us believe) is mismanaging the
political economy.
Inventive leadership is another element
in the campaign for radical social change
which has trashed the failed idea of rigidly
centralized economic planning, and is staging real-life success stories.     
Inventive leaders are driven by a sense
of deprivation and a battery of ideals.
One such change-agent was Father
Jose Maria Arizmendiarrietta, Arizmendi
for short, the priest who launched the
Mondragon cooperative movement in the
northern part of Spain where the Basque
language is spoken.
He arrived in 1941, when Fascist dictator
Francisco Franco was starving the region of
resources and punishing its people for fighting him in the Spanish Civil War. Arizmendi
stirred five pioneers to create Mondragon
as a survival strategy in three parts: a credit
union, a technical school and a workshop for
manufacturing kerosene heater-cookstoves.
After enormous growth, Mondragon has

Environmental groups call for BC government to stop wasting time
and introduce law to protect 1,900 at-risk species

faults but it guards its structure of economic
democracy: one vote for each worker-owner,
some of the income invested in the wellbeing of the home region, consumer coop meshed with producer co-op. Pay of
managerial workers averages five times the
lowest worker’s salary, against a reported
350 in the US.      
Mondragon Co-Operative Corporation
has become an appliance and high-tech
manufacturer, financier, insurer, university
educator, grocer, trader and exporter employing 100,000 people, with annual sales
of 13.9 billion Euros.
It weathered the economic storm well,
reduced wages moderately by the ownerworkers’ decision, and did not fire anybody
except new hires on trial.   
The Mondragon story contains this message for Canada’s CCF/NDP, which used
to be the Co-operative Commonwealth
Federation: You were right the first time. The
startup ideals remain fresh and relevant.
The NDP, with its strengthened officialopposition status in Canada’s House of
Commons, and its increased popularity, is
now under temptation to bland down into
one more Liberal-Conservative party.
Arguably such a move would be like
climbing aboard a sinking ship.
Anger is rising in the computer’s blogosphere realm against a political/economic
system that crushes the poor and cushions
the rich and powerful.
How does the NDP stay true to its name
as the party of new practical ideas in the
Tommy Douglas tradition, while treading
carefully to keep the loyalty of less enthusiastic supporters?
Clever tactics and brilliant charismatic
leadership are the answers. Jack Layton
supplied those qualities and hopefully will
supply them again.
If not, the party has time and slowlyboiling public anger on its side, plus a
reserve of strong, low-profile leaders who
will prove their mettle as decisively as the
memory-wizards proved theirs.
G.E .Mortimore, Ph.D., is a writer and social
anthropologist based in Victoria.   

There is a price to pay for speaking
the truth. There is a bigger price for
living a lie.
-- Dr. Cornel West

9/11: 10 years after, continued from page 20
When the debt is called, the economy will collapse. Riots in the street may well be CIA
fomented, which other countries know all too well.66 When riots begin, the Patriot Acts
will embolden the President to declare martial law. Good-bye America. The key point to
remember is that 9/11 was used as an excuse to bring in martial law legislation, and calling
the debt ceiling to collapse the economy will be used to implement martial law. Until the
collapse, don’t be surprised if Wall Street invents a new derivative betting scam on when
the collapse will actually occur.
Canada most likely will be sucked down, since Stephen Harper is so keen to exercise his anti-terrorist legislation (review the recent G20 martial law activities in Toronto).
Harper was all too glad to join the neo-cons and their war on terrorism. He already acts in
dictatorial fashion, constantly going against public demand. If he were truly interested in
democracy and justice, he would have immediately pursued with great vigour a forensic
crime investigation of the 24 Canadians who died in 9/11. Instead he joined the witch-hunt
on 9/11 and never looked back.
For those who believe in justice, join various 9/11-truth organizations. Learn about the
9/11 tribunal scheduled in Toronto in September at the 10th anniversary. Join the efforts
of the International Criminal Court. The court is under siege by the same powers that are
working to rule the world. The court is a challenge to their goal of absolute power.
I estimate that the chances of collapse are at least 60%. This number could go down
if countries forgave their debts owed to unearned interest loans by international bankers.
This would mean starting over fresh—not likely to happen soon enough. Other unforeseen
factors may arise that could prevent meltdown. If they do, try to be ready to support them.
The one thing the masses do not need is more planetary chaos.
Bo Filter is a free-lance social science researcher specializing in applied psychology and author of
The Cause of Wars and Aggression: www.globaljusticepublishing.com
Endnotes:
1 For surrounding circumstances, see this author: WAS OSAMA BIN LADEN JUST ANOTHER PATSY?,
in Lower Island News, Volume 27, issue 4, August 2010.
2
International Criminal Tribunal for Afghanistan: March 2004 and the World Tribunal on War Crimes
in Iraq: June, 2005.
3
Read former CIA officer John Stockwell’s work on how the US forced the Soviet Union into a cold war.
4
For a video that includes surrounding circumstances of this subject, web search: Bo Filter Media
Mind Control.
5
http://arbitraries.com/2011/05/bin-ladens-cave-myth/
6
See writings of William Blum, Noam Chomsky and John Stockwell for a good start.

VANCOUVER – The BC government’s
Species at Risk Task Force report makes
weak recommendations that fall far short of
the legal protection needed by BC’s 1,900
at risk species, Ecojustice, Sierra Club BC
and the Wilderness Committee said July 4.
The groups called on the provincial government to stop wasting time and introduce
a strong endangered species law to protect
BC’s species at risk and the habitats and
ecosystems they depend on. BC and Alberta
are the only provinces in Canada with no
endangered species legislation.
“We were pleased to see the Task Force
recognizes endangered species in BC are in
deep trouble, but we are disappointed that
instead of calling for a law, they recommend
tinkering with BC’s antiquated patchwork of
existing regulations. Endangered species in
BC need real action – and they need it now,”
said Gwen Barlee, policy director with the
Wilderness Committee.
The 34-page report takes pains to point
out the threats to wildlife at risk in BC and
the difficulties in managing growing numbers of endangered species. Highlighted
concerns include climate change, degraded
ecosystems, limitations to current conservation approaches and difficulties in protecting species on private land. Surprisingly,
the report does not call for a stand-alone
endangered species law.
The Species at Risk Task Force was
struck in June 2010 with a mandate to
provide recommendations to government

for the protection and recovery of species
at risk in BC. The Task Force submitted
the report to the provincial government in
December 2010.
“This report has some good stuff in it
but it gets weak in the knees on real recommendations and I worry that the government
will use it to avoid doing right by our wildlife,”
said Ecojustice executive director, Devon
Page. “The government must stop wasting
time and pass a law that protects wildlife
and land and water they need to survive,”
added Page.
BC has over 1,900 species at risk, including grizzly bears, spotted owls, phantom
orchids, Vancouver Island marmots and
killer whales. BC is home to 75 percent of
Canada’s bird species, 70 percent of its
freshwater fish species and 66 percent of
its butterfly species. Currently, 87 percent
of species at risk in BC don’t receive any
protection under either provincial of federal
laws.
“The recommendations in the report
could be a welcome complement to an
endangered species law but on their own,
without that clear commitment, they simply
won’t protect or recover endangered wildlife
in BC,” said George Heyman, executive
director of Sierra Club BC. “It’s too little,
too late for endangered species. If BC’s
government uses this report to distract from
and delay long-needed legislation it will be
a damaging result.”

A fifty million dollar tipping point
continued from page 19

it may encourage other philanthropists to
invest in climate stabilization.
The prospect for investment in coal,
already deteriorating, will weaken even
faster. In August 2010, the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) announced that several
leading US investment banks, including
Bank of America and J.P. Morgan, had
ceased lending to companies involved in
mountaintop removal coal mining. Now with
Bloomberg’s opposition, investors will be
even more wary of coal.
The Bloomberg-Sierra initiative again
focuses attention on the 13,200 lives lost
each year in the United States due to air
pollution from burning coal. If deaths from
black lung disease among coal miners are
included the number climbs even higher.
The number of coal-related deaths in one
year dwarfs total US fatalities in the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars. We invest heavily in protecting the lives of our troops in the Middle
East, and rightly so. Bloomberg is saying
let’s do the same for our people at home.
In addition, this initiative brings attention
to the health care costs to society of burning
coal. These are currently estimated at more
than $100 billion per year, roughly $300 for
every person in the United States or $1,200
for a family of four. These costs are real,
but it is the American people, not the coal
companies, who shoulder the burden.
Further reinforcing the urgency of phasing out coal are the more extreme weather
events that climate scientists have been
warning about for decades. During the first
half of 2011 we watched TV news channels become weather channels. First it
was a record number of tornadoes in one
month, including the one that demolished
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Then, a few weeks
later, an even more powerful tornado demolished Joplin, Missouri. As drought and heat
sparked record or near-record wildfires in
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, the lower
Mississippi Basin was flooding. Searing heat
waves scorched the southern Great Plains,
the Midwest, and the East Coast. Intense
heat has continued to break records across
the country as Texas suffers its most severe
one-year drought on record.
For coal, the handwriting is on the wall.
Between 2007 and 2010, coal use in the
United States dropped 8 percent. (See data
at www.earth-policy.org.) Meanwhile, more
than 300 new wind farms came online, total-

ling over 23,000 megawatts of generating
capacity—the electricity output equivalent
of 23 coal-fired power plants.
When people were asked in a national
poll where they would like to get their electricity from, only 3 percent opted for coal.
Despite the coal industry’s heavy expenditures to promote “clean coal”, it is still a loser
in the public mind.
In addition to the Sierra Club, RAN, and
a talented team of Earthjustice lawyers,
the anti-coal movement also has allies in
Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace, the
latter with its highly developed capacity to
focus public attention on environmental
issues. This was evident in May when a
Greenpeace team of eight daring activists
scaled the 450-foot Fisk coal plant smokestack located in Chicago and painted “Quit
Coal” on it. They were drawing public attention to the deadly air pollution in the city
coming from the plant.
As the United States closes its coalfired power plants, it sends a message to
the world. With Michael Bloomberg’s grant
bolstering the Sierra Club’s well-organized
program to phase out coal, we can now
imagine a coal-free United States on the
horizon. The United States could again
become a world leader, this time in stabilizing climate.
Data and additional resources at www.earthpolicy.org

Ron reviews:
WHELKS TO WHALES...Coastal Marine
Life of the Pacific Northwest, by R.
Harbo, HARBOUR PUBLISHERS
This nature-guidebook thoroughly
covers all of the creatures of the sea. The
highlight is the 500 photos of marine life
which go a long way re identifying same.
The author does not go into what is
safe or unsafe to eat leaving that topic for
his next book?
A great book, a chance to see what is
under the water without wearing a mask.
--Ron MacIsaac

